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The difficulty of preparing powders, homogenates or extracts from skin has been recog-
nized as one of the factors hampering biochemical studies in dermatological research (1).
The skin can be satisfactorily crushed in the frozen state only (2). Grinding of the frozen
skin requires special equipment (cold room or deep freeze), and the ground powder must be
kept in a frozen state or further lyophilized to prevent its turning into an amorphous mass
upon thawing (1).
This report describes a method by which whole skin, corium, thick epidermis or horny
material can be easily and rapidly pulverized at room temperature without expensive
equipment.
EXPERIMENTAL
Whole skin or corium is cut into pieces not exceeding about 4 square inches. The sub-
cutaneous fat is removed and the species are dried by one of the standard methods at any
desired temperature or in vacuo. Hard keratinous structures are broken or cut into small
pieces. The dried pieces are then broken up in a Waring blendor in the dry state without
homogenizing liquid. The resulting fragments range from lentil size to fine powder. These
fragments then are passed through a Wiley mill (intermediate model). It is advisable to first
use a 20 mesh screen before proceeding to finer pulverization through 40, 60 or 80 mesh
sizes. In this way, powder of any size may be easily obtained from any of the components
of the skin. If necessary, this powder then may be defatted with ether.
SUMMARY
A method is described whereby whole skin or its component elements may be easily
pulverized at room temperature.
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